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Bring new life into our community!

Plant a tree.

No time you say? No problem. No place
to fit a tree in your yard? No problem.

No gift to give the person who has every-
thing? No problem.

The city has this amazing program called
“Tree of Life” which plants trees in our city parks,
cemeteries and tree lawns to replace trees that had
to be removed. Any gift amount is accepted into the
Tree of Life Trust Fund. When the timing is right,
under the direction of the Tree Commission, trees
and plants will be selected and city employees will
plant them! They do the work and your children
and children’s children receive the benefits! For
additional information on the Tree of Life Program
contact Defiance City Parks at 419.784.2745.

/
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IN THE SAME BOAT
With Mary Beth Weisenburger

+ the play house

any of you out there may be
thinking about remodeling your home or
even building a new one. “Everything will
be just the way I want it to be!” you say
cheerfully. You know it will take much
planning, drawing, organization and piles
of cash to complete your dream project.
You will spend hours, days and months
making sure things go well. But you will
probably forget something, as I did. You
will forget to gather input from your
children on how your design will

REALLY be interpreted once
finished. This is a bad thing to forget.

it’s

If you have children, your house will
become a Children’s Play House. Allow
me to elaborate.

Say you wanted a nice big living room
with high ceilings so you would have a
wonderful feeling of openness. That was
your full intention. In reality, this is what
you have done: you have created an
indoor gymnasium. Those tall ceilings are
perfect for kids to practice catching pop
flies, the openness you love practically
begs for a game of Nerf wars, and the floor
space is now transformed into a gymnas-
tics arena for your eight-year-old, so you
are not allowed to put the new coffee
table where it rightfully belongs. Silly
you!

Of course, I am speaking from
personal experience here. In addition to

my misguided idea of what a living room
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should be, I messed up in other areas.
Let’s take the stairway for instance. My
intent: “What a beautiful staircase and
loft, where I will someday watch my only
daughter descend gracefully in her prom
dress.” The kids’ interpretation: “Hey!
Mom and Dad just gave us the coolest
slide! And check out the loft—Ilet’s get
some fishing poles and see if we can catch
the cat when it walks below us!”

In my ignorance, I also missed the
following “Children’s Play House”
realities:

1. Any extended hallway will soon
have basketball rims posted on both ends
to facilitate all-out, full-court play.

2. A new home office and computer
will be completely overtaken by pre-teens
who, let’s face it, know way more about
computers than we adults do.

3. Ifakitchen baris installed, children
of the house will be lulled into thinking
they live in a fast-food restaurant, where

they can demand food at all hours and

never have to clean up.
4. Children’s

unnecessary, simply decorative space.

bedrooms are an
Kids are either sleeping over at someone
else’s house, “accidentally” falling asleep
on the living room couch or trying to con
their way into their parents’ bed.

5. Go ahead and remove the new
refrigerator’s door. You know it will not
stay closed anyway.

6. New furniture, no matter how
lovely, will be tipped over to make a fort,
and cushions will be fashioned into battle
shields.

I hope this list helps any parent about
to build or remodel. If T would have
known these things before, I could have
saved a lot of time and money.

Not to mention a few cats.

Learn more about Mary Beth’s ongoing
battles with household chaos, her book
and her entertaining presentations at

www.marybethw.com.

2011-2012 Defiance College

Schomburg Series

36 years of unparalleled entertainment

March 27, 7 p.m.
Schomburg Auditorium

Robin Spielberg

Doug Fiely at 419-784-4010
or visit www.defiance.edu

For ticket information, contact



www.defiance.edu

BOOK REVIEWS

o[ truth is stranger than fiction

and these unbelievable (but bona fide) stories prove it.
by Stephanie Small, PR Coordinator, Defiance Public Library System

The Man in the Rockefeller Suit
by Mark Seal

Ever wanted to pretend you were a millionaire? Well one man
did...and it worked for an incredible 30 years. Through several
careers, elite club memberships, and even a marriage, Clark

Rockefeller, who is in fact Christian Karl Gerhartsreiter from

Germany, lives the life of luxury on only the reputation of his
famous last name. What is most astonishing about reading Seal’s book is not the
charade of Christian, but how easily the wool can be pulled over his friends’ and
family’s eyes. This tale hits close to home when you think how little you may really

know about the people that surround you.

BEM Sex on the Moon
SFLURY Ly Ben Mezrich

Love makes you do crazy things. Or at least that was the
SEX “
ON

THE MOON

rocks and formulated a plan to steal them. His intelligence and charisma make him a

defense of Thad Roberts for his crime of trying to steal the
(actual) moon rocks for his girlfriend. As unbelievable as it
sounds, this is the true story of one of the most daring heists in
history and how Roberts almost got away with it. As a NASA

employee, Roberts gained access to the intensely guarded moon

likable villain and this chronicle of his exploits an enjoyable read.

The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat
and other clinical tales
by Oliver Sacks
The mind is an incredible device that holds an inordinate

amount of power over our lives. When synapses cross or misfire

it can lead to disastrous consequences. In his chronicle, Sacks

OLIVER
e

examines some of the more unbelievable examples of mental

disorder. Imagine not believing that your own arm belonged to

your body, or not being able to remember anything past yesterday, or, perhaps, mistaking
your wife for a hat. Instead of trotting these patients out as a type of freak show, Sacks
shows their human side and reveals that while one part of our brain may not function

‘properly’ we can still be intelligent, caring, and productive human beings. @

| pm—
Midwest
Community

Your Lifetime Banking Porfnes

Defiance Main Office
08770 St. Rt. 66, 419-783-6500

Deerwood Branch
1481 Deerwood Dr., 419-782-9856

Napoleon Branch
1429 N. Scott St., 419-599-5522

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.midwestcommunity.org

EMAIL US AT:
info@midcomm.org

advertising
corporate identity
display
packaging
print
web design

since 1988

&

yvonnedale graphics

419.782.5002
yvonne@ydgraphics.com

www.ydgraphics.com
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By Terri Stykemain

Our cars: We rely on them, we use them daily, and
sometimes they “drive” us crazy! Purchasing and
maintaining a vehicle can be an overwhelming task for
anyone, but it's especially challenging for busy women.
In the upcoming issues of Happenings, I will break
down many of the perceived obstacles of buying and
maintaining a vehicle that face over half of our sales
and service customers today . . . women. I will touch
on the “must know” basics of vehicle purchasing,
maintenance, and safety to help you focus on the
important points of vehicle ownership. And along the
way, I hope you will find that, with a little help from
your friends, purchasing and maintaining a vehicle is
not difficult or intimidating at all.

Our job at Stykemain Buick GMC is to educate and

assist our customers on our products and services.

translating your
transportation troubles

—Get a litfle help from your friends!

We want you to have the knowledge needed to make
the most effective and reasonable decisions about your
transportation needs. This is certainly a task that we
are ready and willing to tackle. Our sales and service
personnel are trained (and graded) on an ongoing basis,
so they are knowledgeable about the latest products in
the Buick and GMC line-ups and the processes needed
to help our customers keep their vehicles running in
tip-top shape after the sale. It's what we love to do!

We all rely on our vehicles to support our busy
routines. The Stykemain sales and service teams are
here and ready to be part of your routine.

Come visit us soon!
Sincerely,
Terri Stykemain and the rest of the Stykemain sales and

service staff

INTRODUCING 2012 BUICK VERANO

AFFORDABLE LUXURY

Thoug_htf ]

s =

*MSRP. Tax, title, licence, dedler fees
and optional equipment extra.

25124 Elliott Rd. | Defiance, Oh 43512 | 419-784-5252 WWW.stykemain.com
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www.stykemain.com

professional services | great deals

Pholo=goohy

SHEILA FRANZDORF
PHOTOGRAPHER/OWNER

STUDIO 419-782-1079
SHEILA@BELLALUCEPHOTOGRAPHYSTUDIO.COM
402 FIFTH STREET ® DEFIANCE, OH 43512

WWW.BELLALUCEPHOTOGRAPHYSTUDIO.COM

N LAURELS

OfF DEFIANCE

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

The Rehab Facﬂity of Choice

for Inpatient, Outpatient & Therapy

[t's all about YOU at the Laurels of ‘/Dt'fimwc.
1701 South Jefferson, Defiance | Phone: (419)782-7879
www.laurelsofdefiance.com

“Protecting Everything You’ve Worked For!”
€
” Coming Soon: Crop Insurance
Now offering Auto & Homeowners Insurance...

Financial Strategies & Estate Planning
Life Insurance * Medicare Supplements
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE!
419-782-2500

Long-Term Care * Disability & Health
2014 Baltimore St., Defiance, Ohio 43512 | www.piillc.biz

Dennis M. Postema
President/Owner

o ]

bulb plant or bulb garden

Coupon good through 04.30.12

it e

by Bob and Carol

800-784-5321

locations in Defiance & Paulding
www.kirchersflowers.com

try one class
0/ freel

' k/ New students receive

tW I St I t first class at no charge

_ i when bringing in this ad!
Yoga & pilates S 4 _|f_~) 576‘3952
twistityoga@gmail.com
twistityoga.com

312 Clinton Street o Suite 01 Lower Level e Defiance

Designs
Rennovations
New Installs
Paver Patios/Walks
Hardscapes
Maintenance
Annuals/Bulbs
Rocks

Galen Miller

For a Free Estimate, call:

cell: 419.303.3008
office: 567-825-2088

Now Open!
a little slice of heaver

-

%, C=2

518 Clinton Street ¢ Defiance, Ohio
Monday- Friday 10:00- 6:00 » Saturday 2:00- 2:00

419-980-5250 ° alittlesliceofheaven.net

HAPPENINGS—DEFIANCE MARCH-APRIL 2012 19


www.bellalucephotographystudio.com
www.laurelsofdefiance.com
www.piillc.biz
www.defiancelibrary.org
www.kirchersflowers.com
www.twistityoga.com
www.alittlesliceofheaven.net

We are One.

Announcing Mercy Defiance Clinic

One health system now brings a comprehensive group
of experienced physicians and a regional network of
respected experts together for you. We offer the broad
range of specialists and services you’ve trusted in
Defiance since 1962, enhanced by Mercy’s extensive
resources, latest medical technology and personal care.

Mercy Defiance Clinic and Mercy Defiance Hospital —
We are One.

%
L MERCY | woross

Care you can believe in?’ mercyweb.org/defiance

St. Anne | St. Charles | St. Vincent | Children’s | Defiance | Tiffin | Willare



www.mercyweb.org



